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CONFERRING THE DEGREES. 



In connection with the adoption of the Degree 
Work, at the Twelfth Annual Session of the R. 
W. Grand Lodge, held in Boston, in May, 1866, 
the following resolution was adopted : — 

Resolved — **That the several Grand Lodges shall have power and 
authority to legislate in what manner and by whom the Degrees 
shall be conferred, and how Degree Temples shall be instituted.'* 

No general rule can, therefore, be laid down, 
but Degree Temples and Officers will be gov- 
erned by the Constitution or laws adopted for 
their governance by the Grand Lodges of their 
respective jurisdictions. 

It will be understood, however, that no portion 
of the Degree Ritual can be altered or abridged, 
such action being a violation of the laws and de- 
cisions of the R. W. G. Lodge. 

Members of the Temple should always rise 
when the obligations are being taken by Candi- 
dates. 
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ORDER OF BUSINESS. 



1. Opening Ceremonies. 

2. Calling the Roll of Officers. 

3. Reading Minutes of Previous Meeting. 

4. Application for Degree and Election of 

Candidates. 

5. Initiatory Ceremonies. 

6. Unfinished Business. 

7. Reports of Committees. 

8. New Business. 

9. Good of the Order. 
10. Closing Ceremonies. 
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OPENINC CEREMONIES. 



[Tk^ Degree Templar calls to order with*** ** of tke gavel ^ 
attd says: — ] 

D, T. We are now about to open this Temple 
in the Second or Degree of Fidelity. If any 
present have not taken its sacred obligations, 
they will please retire. The officers will now 
repair to their respective stations. 

[Should ariy officer be absent ^ the Degree Teniplar will fill the 
vacancy pro tern, ] 

D. T, Vice Templar, is the Guard c6rrect in 
the Degree Word ? 

[The V. T, reports.^ 

D. T, The Vice Templar, with the Past Degree 
Templar, will prepare for examination. 

**♦ 

[ When the Temple is called up^ the members march in line to 
the Vice- Templar y giving that officer the Suborcknate Password and 
explanation^ passing to the Past Degree Templar ^ giving that offi- 
cer the Word of the Degree; then proceeding to the Degree Tem- 
plar ^ give the Degree Salutation^ after which the Report may be 
macU as follows: — ] 

V, T, Degree Templar, all are correct in the 
Subordinate Pass-word and explanation. 

P, D, T. Degree Templar, all are correct in 
the Degree Word. 
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D. T, The Marshal will desire the Sentinel to 
appear for examination. 

D, S. {Enters and gives the Salutation.^ I 
await your pleasure, Degree Templar. 

D, T. You will give me the Pass-word. {Sen- 
tinel gives it.) Your duty is to give attention to 
all who make the proper signal at tl;ie outer gate 
of the temple ; to admit those who give you the 
Pass-word of the Subordinate Lodge ; to see that 
members are properly clothed in regalia, and in- 
formed that the Temple is working in the Degree 
of Fidelity ; that order is preserved in the ante- 
room, and that candidates and visitors are made 
welcome. Be faithful to your official duties. 

[JV/ten the Sentinel has retired^ the Degree Templar rising 
says: — ] 

D, T, We meet here this evening for the pur- 
pose of conferring the Degree of Fidelity ; and 
transacting such other business as may properly 
be brought before the Temple, and to aid in se- 
curing the prosperity and perpetuity of our noble 
order. Let us attend to these duties with true 
fraternal forbearance and charity — ever mindful 
that to err is human, to forgive divine. The 
members will please sing our opening ode. 

* * * 




OPENING ODES. 



20. I.— 8, 7. 

GOD of nature and salvation, 
Let thy blessing linger here; 
May we ever fill lifc*s station 
By Thine aid and in Thy fear. 

Bless our noble cause and calling; 

Choer the weak ones in the strife; 
Strengthen, Lord, and keep from falling. 

Those who battle most with life. 

Let Thy mighty arm uphold us. 
As we go life's journey through; 

Do Thou guide, protect, and shield us, 
Make us useful, brave and true. 



21. 2. 71»»^.— "Tramp, Tramp." 

BROTHERS, life has glorious heights for our youthful feet to 
climb; 
There are shining crowns that we may work and win; 
Like Excelsior, a cry, ringing down from summits high, 
Siui^s to us, through all the revel's wildest din. 
Rise, oh, rise to npbler manhood, 

Dash the tempting cup away. 
And with purpose firm and sure. 
Let your vows for aye endure. 
As you take the onward, upward Temperance way. 

We will loose no friendly grasp, we will never turn aside. 
From the youthful friendships formed and nourished here; 

But with manly purpose strong, let us sing a grander song. 
As we pledge anew in accents strong and clear. 
Rise, oh, rise to nobler manhood, &c. 
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D, T, You will now give attention to the Chap- 
lain. 

[ The Chaplain will offer the following or an extempore prayer,\ 

PRAYER. 

OUR Heavenly Father, God of the pure in 
heart, we ask that we may be worthy the 
promise made unto the faithful in all ages, in all 
climes. We claim the promise of Thy presence 
where two or three are gathered together in Thy 
name. We want strong hearts to do the great 
work of self-conquest ; we need faith to believe 
that Thou art faithful to those who are true to 
themselves, and who make room for Thee in their 
hearts. Let us praise Thee in our lives as well 
as with our lips, never doubting Thy promises of 
reward to those who remain steadfast to the end. 
We ask that each heart may be strengthened 
here to-night, that each soul be made more noble, 
and that all may dedicate themselves anew to 
this, cause, and go forth truer men — truer women 
— because of Thy rich blessing upon this meet- 
ing ; and Thine shall be the glory, in Christ Je- 
sus, for ever. Amen. 

D, T, This Temple is now open for its appro- 



priate business 
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The Guard will notify the Members in the 
ante-room that the temple is now open. 

The Financial Secretary will call the roll of of- 
ficers ; the Marshal will rise and respond. 

The Secretary will read the journal of the last 
meeting of the Degree of Fidelity. 

[ The Degree Templar then proceeds according to the Order of 
Business y as laid down on page 4, ] 
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INITUTORY CEREMONIES. 



D. T. The Marshal will ascertain if there are 
any candidates in waiting to receive the Degree 
of Fidelity. 

[ T/i^ Marshal retires to ascertain if any are in availing. He 
retujns and reports the names of candidates. If found to have 
been elected, the Degree Templar proceeds. '\ 

D, T, The Marshal will retire and attend the 
candidates. 

[ While the Marshal is absent, the Degree Templar rises and 
says: — ] 

D. T. In conferring the Degree let us remem- 
ber that each of us is more or less responsible for 
the solemnity of the hour ; for the impressiveness 
of the obligation and ceremonies. Let the offi- 
cers forget everything but their present duty, and 
perform that duty well; and let all our hearts be 
as one heart — each throb a prayer for the life- 
long faithfulness of those who ask a place with us 
in this sacred circle. 

[ The Marshal, on appearing with the candidates at the inner 
gate, gives the proper signals and words,] 

D. T, Guard, who gives the alarm } 

G, Our Marshal with the candidates elect. 

D. T. Bid them come. 



[As the Marshaly with the candidates^ pass slowly in front of 
the Vice Templar and Past Degree Templar^ these officers will rise 
and respond as they pass. ] 

V. T. Come and renew the pledge you have 
kept so well. Welcome here ! 

P. D, T. Yes, come to our temple of Fidelity ; 
here renew your vows; here renew the ties of 
fraternity ; here advance. 

[ The Marshal arranges the candidates mid-way the hall between 
the Past Degree Templar and the Chaplain, facing the Degree 
Templar.] 

M, Degree Templar, these are a faithful few 
from among those Brothers and Sisters in Subor- 
dinate Lodge, who come recommended by their 
Lodge, to a seat in this Temple. They desire to 
advance. We await your pleasure. 

D. T, Brothers and Sisters: thrice welcome 
here ! Faithful to the sacred trusts committed to 
your charge, from the hour of your initiation, a 
glad welcome we give you. Pleasant have been 
the associations of the past. The recollections of 
good already accomplished in this noble work of 
man's redemption will be ever cherished by us 
all. We esteenc^ it an honor to aid you to become 
better acquainted with the work, so as to use the 
weaponry of the Order that still more glorious re- 
sults may be achieved. We shall give you such 
instruction as will, we trust, add strength to your 
resolution, and enable you to firmly stand while 
you live. Many have fallen b^e^xvjs*^ n^nr. V^-jsxx.^ 
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the reason, the judgment were not satisfied of the 
importance of this work. Hence, also, the insta- 
bility of this reform in times past. The pledge 
was then but temporary in its binding force ; ob- 
ligations could be taken on and laid off at pleas- 
ure ; but in this Order the obligation is WHILE 
YOU LIVE. We do not ask you to thus bind your- 
self^ without giving you Heaven-approved rea- 
sons for such a course. Remember that you have 
voluntarily taken upon yourself these vows, and 
may not throw them off at will. Therefore let 
the words of your covenant be the invincible de- 
termination of your heart. 

You owe this toyourself Intoxication destroys 
all that is best and noblest in our natures. Phys- 
ical, mental and moral life fall in ruin before its 
withering blight. Were but one of these grand 
elements of our nature destroyed, it would be 
enough to call forth all your energies to save 
yourself; but, alas ! ALL are in danger. You may 
look about you anywhere, and you will find terri- 
ble wrecks of manhood from this same cause. Be 
not deceived by the arch-enemy.' No bondage is 
so fearful as the bondage of.the wine cup. Every 
organ and faculty of the body and soul should be 
free, that we may use them for God. And now, 
in the light of your ow^ and others' experience, 
and a knowledge of the great evils of intemper- 




ance, and your own personal responsibility in the 
matter, are you willing to take upon j^oursel/ our 
sacred vows at the altar of Fidelity ? 

[ TAf candidates responding affirmatively, the Marshal conducts 
them to the altar, 

D, T. Please sing our first ode of Fidelity. 



82. 7»«^— "Greenville." 

HAIL ! all hail, our worthy members. 
Who still choose a better part; 
Let their glorious aspirations 
Meet a welcome in each heart. 

Still progressing — let us ever 

Keep our obligations pure; 
From all evil may we sever — 

Thus our happiness secure. 



D. T. The Chaplain will offer prayer. 

Chap. Father of the faithful ! Thou who didst 
promise unto the sons of Rechab, be Thou the 
God of these our friends who would come nearer 
unto Thee in faith and works, for the sake of Thy 
Son, our Savior. Help them to be faithful while 
life shall last, and be Thou their support as Thou 
hast been of Thy people in all ages, and will be 
forever more. Amen, , 

D, T, The candidates will place the right hand 
upon the heart and repeat this solemn 

at 
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OBLIGATION. 

I DO solemnly promise, upon my sacred honor, 
that in addition to the obligation already 
taken, I will not reveal any of the private work of 
this Degree ; and that I will, to the best of my 
ability, endeavor to so inform myself in its prin- 
ciples, and to be governed by the instructions I 
here receive, that I may give a more unwavering 
allegiance to this work, as a duty I owe to myself. 

D. T, To all of which do you pledge your sa- 
cred honor? 

Candidates anszver: I do. 

23. 7««^— «*Hebron.'* 

NOW help us, Lord, the pledge to keep, 
And may we ne'er have cause to weep 
O'er Templars fallen from their vows. 
In this good cause which we espouse. 

Preserve us from the tempter's power, 
And give us all to feel each hour 
That, by Thy help, we are secure. 
With hearts, and aims, and motives pure. 

D. T, The Marshal will now present the candi- 
dates to the Past Degree Templar. 

M. Past Degree Templar, these friends await 
your advice, counsel and instruction. 

P, D, T, Brothers and Sisters : I need not re- 
mind you that we live in a world of sin, sickness 
and death. The worst enemy to physical man 
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is the intoxicating cup. As soldiers, therefore, 
enlisted for life in the temperance army, we owe 
it to ourselves as physical beings to become such 
strong abstainers, that we may not only escape 
the fetters of the foe ourselves, but also aid others 
who lean upon us for strength. 

We have taken a life-long pledge, because it is 
right we should do so. The Creator endowed us 
with bodies which were to be developed into 
healthy activity, the servants^ not the masters of 
the soul ; and if His laws were obeyed, man 
would live in health to a good old age. But dis- 
ease has claimed man as a victim, and intemper- 
ance is the fruitful source of that disease and 
death. Banish the use of alcoholic stimulants, 
and health and happiness are within the reach of 
all. Therefore, we claim that our pledge is in ac- 
cordance with the Divine will. 

Our Order is designed to be educational. We 
have, hitherto, taught principles; but in this 
Temple we wish to give the reasons for the faith 
that is in us, and so fortify our members with 
facts and arguments, that they may grow strong 
in their devotion to the obligations of our Order. 
He who is conscious that he is right, and whose 
faith is in God who rewards those who, from prin- 
ciple, do righty becomes a power unto himself, in 
whatever situation he may be placed. It is right, 
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then, to forever abstain from all intoxicating 
liquors, because the Creator never intended that 
man should use alcohol in his food or in his drink, 

God never made alcohol. Alcohol is not found 
in any living grain, fruit or vegetable of earth ; it 
is the product only of decay, decomposition and 
fermentation ; coming in only at nature's funeral. 
Alcohol is not digestible ; it is not food ; it im- 
parts nothing to the physical system ; it is always 
an irritant, always an enemy, a poison ; and thus 
inflicts deplorable injuries on man, by exhausting 
t/iai vitality which is life itself. 

Alcohol, whether in distilled, malt or fermented 
liquors, — home-made or otherwise, — be its contin- 
ued use ever so moderate, creates a fatal appetite, 
one that can never be cured; but which will con- 
tinually curse its unfortunate victim ; often, alas ! 
too ofteny leaving the man a physical wreck ere his 
days are half spent, and plunging him into a drunk- 
ard's early grave. 

Are we not right, then, to vow that we will 

never touch the fatal cup } Man, the last and 
noblest work of his Maker, a slave! led captive 
through our streets, in the chains of earth's most 
galling slavery ! a diseased and loathsome victim 
of the traffic in intoxicating drinks, and the per- 
nicious customs of society I 

We take the x)bligation, never so long as we live 

will we taste of the drink upon which God hath 
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fixed His blighting curse. We have no right to 
thus injure these bodies of ours by violating the 
laws of their being. Health is essential to the 
proper discharge of duty, and alcohol is always 
an enemy to the well being of man. Do right 
and fear not. 

Stand up, wherever you go, in the true nobility 
df your manhood, with this enemy beneath your 
feet. Enjoy life, free from slavish appetites. 
Enjoy the fruits, the flowers, every gift of a wise 
Providence, and health shall be yours through all 
the coming years. May this beautiful world, with 
its mountain steeps, its lovely vales, its sunshine 
and its storms, its glories and its gloom, ever be 
tributary to your advancement, as you march on 
victorious over every temptation, MASTERS OF 

YOURSELVES. 

D, T, Marshal, you will now present the can- 
didates to the Vice Templar. 

M, The Past Degree Templar has given our 
friends his wise counsels in relation to their phys- 
ical well-being. Are there not higher claims 
than these } 

V. T. Not higher ; for God*s laws are one and 
the same, and the friends will learn, if they have 
not already learned, that the intellectual man 
cannot be perfect if the physical base is weakened 
and impaired. Man is an intellectw^V -sccA ^'o.-^v-?^ 
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as well as a physical being. With natural capac- 
ities capable of cultivation, and accomplishing 
every desirable success in the world of thought, 
and when in the full exercise of the cultivated 
and refined social and intellectual powers with 
which he has been so richly endowed by the All- 
Wise, how noble, how God-like is man ! How 
gifted for good in the sphere of scientific research 
and mental achievement. By his inventive genius, 
the noblest vessels ride in triumph the mountain 
waves ; railways girt the world ; the lightning of 
the clouds is sent beneath old ocean's bed to 
speak to other continents ; the elements are all 
made tributary to the intellectual man ! With his 
pen he controls the destiny of nations ; with a 
word he moves the minds and hearts of earth's 
countless millions. His eye can measure the 
most distant worlds ; his ear, attuned, enjoys the 
raptures of a universe of harmony ; his hand, with 
brush or chisel, re-creates almost divinely ! His 
developed intellectual gifts, who can measure 
them.*^ With what power is he not endowed to 
promote happiness in the social world ? His so- 
cial worth, as son, brother, husband and father, 
neighbor and friend, the noblest of the blest of 
earth ! living nobly, dying gloriously, when true 
to his social and mental nature — w/ien true to 
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Should an obligation which leaves us free to be 
all this^ be any less than life-long in its duration? 

And yet, when the enemy against which we 
wish to guard you once obtains mastery, all of 
these God-given powers become perverted, and 
man is reduced in power to the level of the low- 
est brute, or maddened into a demon! Men 
among the ablest of this and other lands sleep 
in drunkards* graves to-night, cut off in the flower 
of their manhood by the arch enemy against 
which we wage this life-long war. 

But the promise is unto you, and to all who are 
faithful to the end. 

Marshal, you will now conduct our friends to 
the Chaplain for further counsel. 

* * * 

24. Tune — "Missionary Hymn." 

WE hail with joy unceasing, 
The band whose pledge is given; 
Whose numbers are increasing, 
Beneath the smile of Heaven. 

The faithfulness unfailing, 

Shall lead to brighter days. 
When holiness prevailing, 

Shall fill the earth with praise. 

M, Chaplain, these Brothers and Sisters would 
learn more of duty. 

Chap. These sacred pages before us tell of a 
heaven as well as an earth ; of ttve. tW2>\-aN. \sNa:^ -j^ 
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well as the intellectual and the physical. Re- 
member well what you have heard ; forget not 
what you shall hear ; for it is the language of the 
Most High I repeat to you, that your hearts may 
be still more strengthened in this good work. 

**Then came the word of the Lord unto Jere- 
miah, saying: 

"Thus saith the Lord of Hosts, the God of Is- 
rael : Go and tell the men of Judah and the in- 
habitants of Jerusalem, will ye not receive instruc- 
tions to hearken to my words f saith the Lord. 

**The words of Jonadab, the son of Rechab, that 
he commanded his sons not to drink wine, are 
performed ; for unto this day they drink none, but 
obey their father's commandment ; notwithstand- 
ing I have spoken unto you, rising early and 
speaking; hntye have not hearkened unto me. 

"I have sent also unto you all my servants the 
prophets, rising up early and sending them, say- 
ing: Return ye now every man from his evil 
way, and amend your doings, and go not after 
other gods to serve them, and ye shall dwell in 
the land which I have given to you and to your 
fathers ; but ye have not inclined your ear, nor 
hearkened unto me. 

*' Because the sons of Jonadab, the son of Re- 
chab, have performed the commandment of their 
father, which he commanded them, but this peo- 
ple hath not hearkened unto me: 
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" Therefore, thus saith the Lord God of Hosts, 
the God of Israel : Behold I will bring upon Ju- 
dah, and upon all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, all 
the evil that I have pronounced against them ; 
because I have spoken unto them, but they have 
not heard ; and I have called unto them, but they 
have not answered. 

"And Jeremiah said unto the house of the Re- 
chabites, Thus saith the Lord of Hosts, the God of 
Israel: because ye have obeyed the command- 
ment of Jonadab, your father, and kept all his 
precepts, and done according unto all that he 
hath commanded you : 

"Therefore, thus saith the Lord of Hosts, the 
God of Israel : Jonadab the son of Rechab, shall 
not want a man to stand before me forever T Qer. 
XXXV, 12-19.) 

Study well the history of this remarkable peo- 
ple, who, for thtlv fidelity y are so distinguished by 
the King of kings. 

The Rechabites, though they dwelt among the 
Israelites, did not belong to any of their tribes. 
They were a separate people, but devout wor- 
shipers of Jehovah. Jonadab, the son of Rechab, 
was a man zealous for the right, and assisted the 
king in driving a great evil from the land. He gave 
to his children the rule of Temperance, Ye shall 
drink no 'wine, neither ye nor your sons forever. 
And their fidelity to that pV^d^'C; V5» \.^ ^Ocv^^x^ "Csss. 
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promise of perpetual existence. Since they en- 
tered into that covenant, nearly three thousand 
years have rolled away. The glory of Egypt, of 
Babylon, and of Jerusalem has faded. Great and 
mighty nations have been swept from the face of 
the earth, and still this simple people exist in the 
land of their fathers, and to this day they sacredly 
observe their ancient covenant. 

You will see in this an example oi fidelity which 
is worthy of your imitation ; and you will also 
learn that Heaven never fails to reward integrity 
to this cause with peculiar honors. 

Marshal, you will conduct the candidates to the 
Degree Templar. 

^ ^ * 

36. Tlf/w^r— **AuLD Lang Syne.** 

WHEN Rechab's sons in days of old. 
Abjured the ruby wine, 
And filled their cups of flashing gold 

With nectar more divine, 
They quaffed their liquid diamonds then. 

And o'er life's journey trod — 
A noble race of faithful men — 
The chosen sons of God. 

Brave men of old, the world shall own 

The greatness of your fame, 
And o'er intemp' ranee' prostrate throne 

Shall blazon Rechab's name. 
Our men your words shall ne'er forget. 

As custom's chains they break, 
And all our race shall echo yet — 

**The wine we ne'er will take.** 
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M, The friends have come to you from the 
south, the west and the north, for the closing in- 
structions in this degree. 

[ The Degree Templar here gives the instructions of the unwrit- 
ten work; the Marshal clothing the candidates with regalia, ] 

D, T, The emblematic color of this Degree is 
blue. Its language is integrity. It symbols much 
to those who love this Order ; for constancy is our 
only safeguard. It also, like the blue expanse 
above, reminds us of purity. As it is an emblem 
of truth, so be you true to this cause of your es- 
pousal. For our country*s sake — so bound by the 
intoxicating bowl ; so far from what it might have 
been, had not the demon of strong drink trodden 
its fair gardens, and reveled cruelly among its 
brightest genius, and its noblest manhood — yes, 
for our country*s sake, we will bear our triple col- 
ors of Faith, Hope and Charity, triumphant, until 
every wailing cry from those in bondage to the 
cup shall change to songs of glad deliverance. 
Whenever this color meets your eye be reminded 
of your vows. 

The world honors the man who is faithful to his 
trust, till death; and it brands with eternal in- 
famy the false and unfaithful. Traitors have 
wiped out, by one single act, the otherwise glori- 
ous record of a lifetime ; and hypocrisy is always 
under the ban of heaven. But true to our own 
souls— ^true to our manhood, st^^d^^"sX.\.oY^vww^^^ 




never yielding to the wrong, living and dying for 
the right — how humanity redeems its good name 
by such self-sacrificing examples of a true nobil- 
ity ! Like the martyred brave, nobly true to the 
last, so may you, so may I, stand firm to principle, 
and each and all be true to ourselves till time with 
us shall be no more. 

Those present, the candidates included, will 
now form our circle of Fidelity. 



Chap, Father of Mercies ! Almighty King and 
Ruler ! we thank Thee for this hour ; for what we 
are ; for what we have resolved, with Thy help, to 
be in all our future lives. Smile upon and bless 
our friends and our mutual covenant. Grant that 
each, that all may be more faithful, more diligent, 
and that our hearts may be cultivated to higher 
and loftier purposes, that we may enjoy Thy 
blessings forever, through Jesus Christ our Re- 
deemer, and Thine shall be the glory now and 
forever. Amen. 

RECESS. 
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ClOSINli CEREMONIES. 

D, T. Financial Secretary, what are the receipts 
of the evening ? 

\The Financial Secretary reports.\ 

IN other stations in life we have duties to per- 
form which now demand our attention. To 
these we turn our energies ; but while engrossed 
with cares and anxieties, let us not forget the les- 
sons taught in this branch of the great temper- 
ance family, and grow more assiduous in our ef- 
forts to remove the demon of intemperance from 
our land. ^ ^^ ^ 

The Temple will please sing our 

CLOSING ODES. 

26. I.— 7w«<f— **BOYLSTON.^* 

OLord, in mercy bless, 
Wisdom to lis impart; 
Crown every meeting with success. 
And rule in every heart. 

Here may we all be found 

Each Temple meeting night, 
And may our zeal and love abound^ 

In deeds of truth and light. 

27. 2.— 7«i»^—** The Watcher." 

OUR meeting now is ended, 
And duty calls awtty ; 
Our love and friendship blended. 
Turn darkness inlo ^x\ . 
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Good Templars in their armor, 

Ne'er dread a mortal foe, 
They're proof against the charmer, 

And true where'er they go. 

Where'er the conflict rages, 

Good Templars will be found; 
Where right with wrong engages, 

Our battle cry will sound. 

Though thick the blows may rattle 

Against the shield of Truth, 
Still for the right they'll battle, 

For weakness, age and youth. 

D, T. The Chaplain will offer the closing 
prayer. 

PRAYER. 

OUR Father, which art in heaven, we give Thee 
thanks for the privilege of this meeting; and 
while we have been here together, striving to 
promote the great cause of Temperance, if any- 
thing has been said or done that is not in accord- 
ance with Thy will, forgive us. Grant us the 
guidance of Thy Spirit, to lead us in the path of 
duty, and strengthen us faithfully and firmly that 
we may carry out the great principle here taught. 
Bless and prosper our loved Order, and grant that 
the great sin of Intemperance may be driven from 
our fair land, and the principles of total abstinence 
prevail everywhere ; and when our work on earth 
is ended, bring us all to enjoy the glories of the 
Grand Temple on high, through Christ, our Re- 
deemer. Amen, 

D, T, This Temple is now closed until our next 
meeting night, when we shall again assemble to 
extend the principles of Faith, Hope and Charity. 
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THIRD. 



Degree of Charity. 
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OPENINC CEREMONIES. 

[ The Degree Templar calls to order with *** *♦* of the gavel, 
and says: — ] 

D, T, We are now about to open this Temple 
in the Third or Degree of Charity. If any pres- 
ent have not taken its sacred obligations they will 
please retire. The officers will now repair to 
their respective stations. 

[Should any officer be absent, the Degree Templar will Jill the 
vacancy pro tern. ] 

Z?. T. Vice Templar, is the Guard correct in 
the Degree word } 

[The V, T rej^rts.] 

D. T, The Vice Templar, with the Past Degree 
Templar, will prepare for examination. 

* * * 

[ When the Temple is called up the members march in line to the 

Vice Templar, giving that officer the Subordinate Pass-word and 

explanation, passing to the Past Degree Templar, giving that officer 

the Word of the Degree; then proceeding to the Degree Templar, 

give the Degree Salutation, ajter which the report may be made as 

follows:— ] 

V, T, Degree Templar, all are correct in the 
Subordinate Pass-word and explanation. 

P. D, T, Degree Templar, all are correct in the 
Degree word. 

D, T, The Marshal will desire the Sentinel to 
appear for examination. 
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D. S. {Enters and gives the Salutation,^ I await 
your pleasure, Degree Templar. 

D, T. You will give me the Pass-word. {Sen- 
tinel gives it,) Your duty is to give attention to 
all who make the proper signal at the outer gate 
of the Temple ; to admit those who give you the 
Pass-word of the Subordinate Lodge ; to see that 
members are properly clothed in Regalia, and in- 
formed that the Temple is working in the Degree 
of Charity ; that order is preserved in the ante- 
room, and that candidates and visitors are made 
welcome. Be faithful to your official dutie3. 

* * 

D, T, Brothers and Sisters, in Faith, Hope and 
Charity : A high and noble mission calls us here 
to-night ; how shall we fulfill that mission } 

V, T. By remembering the poor and unfortunate 
of earth's children with smiles and kind words. 

P. D, T, By deeds of love, and the counsels and 
chidings of true friendship. 

Chap. By asking God to ever keep our hearts 
full of true Charity, and faithful to every duty. 

D, T. By remembering those in bonds as being 
bound with them ; by remembering that each un- 
fortunate victim of intemperance is another self; 
and by loving our neighbor as ourselves. 

•X- * -x- 

D, T, Please sing our opening ode. 

— ^ — i i < 



28. 7««^— "Coronation." 

IjlTHO is thy neighbor? he whom thou 
V V Hast power to aid and bless, 
VVhose aching head and burning brow 
Thy soothing hand may press. 

Thy neighbor! 'tis that wretched one 

Who stands with shaking limb; 
A drunkard— health and hope all gone^ 

Go thou and succor him. 

Thus shall we meet the smile of God, 
And keep the pledge we've made ; 

And that our zeal may not grow cold, 
We'll trust in him for aid. 

PRAYER. 

D. Chap. Father of all ! in every age, in every 
clime, adored as the Father of Thy children ; lov- 
ing the most deformed and lowly of earth's un- 
fortunates with a never-dying love, and bestow- 
ing upon their hearts, if true to Thee, that heav- 
enly wealth we now would ask for each and all 
who gather around our altar of charity to-night. 
If we have been proud and selfish, may we bow 
humbly before Thee, repent, and ask Thy aid to 
follow in the footsteps of the Saviour, who went 
about doing good among the lowly. Here and 
elsewhere may it be our pleasure to love our 
neighbor as Thou hast taught us to do, and, in 
word and deed, may we be blest in doing good 
unto others, for Jesus* sake. Amen, 

D. T, I now declare this Temple open to ex- 
tend, by precept and example, the principles of 
Faith, Hope and Charity. 

[ The Degree Templar then proceeds according to the Order of 
Business, as laid down on page 4.] 
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INITIATORY CEREMONIES. 



D, T. The Marshal will retire to the ante-room, 
and ascertain if any are in waiting to be obligated 
and instructed in the lesson of this Degree. 

[ TAe Marshal retires^ and obtains the names, in full, of the 
candidates. He returns^ and after saluting the Degree Templar , 
reports. If found to be elected^ the D. T. then proceeds: — ] 

D. T. The Marshal will again retire, and intro- 
duce the candidates. 

[After the Marshal has retired to the ante-room for the candi- 
dates, the Officers and their Supporters, except the Guard, will 
form a circle around the altar, which is placed in the center of the 
room, the D, T, and V. T. in front of the altar, facing the inner 
gate of Temple, As the signal is given, and the candidates enter, 
the circle nearest the gate will be broken, and the Marshal will en- 
ter with the candidates, officers giving the salt4tation of the Sec -r ^ 
Degree, after which the Temple will sing one of the following od€s:--'\ 

20 . I . — Tune— * * Pe waukee. ' * 

WITH joy we hail thy presence here, 
And from this hour may peace and light 
Beam on thy pathway day by day ; 

While earnest in the truth and right, 
Thy soul shall gather strength to save 
Thy brothers from a dru^ard's grave. 

80. 2. — Tune— See Musical Fountain, page J4, 

COME and join us in our pleasures, 
We are seeking purest joy ; 
In pursuit of richest treasures, 
We our moments here employ. 

Come and join us in our labors. 
We are working for the right ; 

Come and join us, friends and neighbors, 
In the temperance cause unite. 
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Guided by the voice of duty, 

To the poor and outcast go ; 
And let manhood, youth and beauty, 

Join to banish want and woe. 
Come and join us, &c. 

Joy of doing good is ours, 

joy of saving souls from woe ; 
Joy of planting fruits and flowers. 

Where the thorns of evil grow. 
Come and join us, &c. 

PRAYER. 

D, Chap, Now may kind heaven smile upon us 
once more. Father of all mercies ! God of all 
grace ! Thou who didst say that "inasmuch as ye 
did it unto one of the least of these my brethren, 
ye did it unto me," fill us now, and so long as we 
shall live, with such a measure of Divine Love 
that we may cheerfully do Thy will, especially 
unto those who have been robbed by intemper- 
ance of every thing dear to the human heart. 
And may it be the mission of those who now 
stand so strong in Faith and Hope to-night, to go 
forth from this sacred altar to comfort the afflicted, 
lift up the bowed down, carry sunshine among 
those who sit in darkness, and scatter the rich 
blessings of overflowing souls everywhere among 
those so sadly cursed by the foe of all mankind. 
Fill our hearts and souls with this overflowing 
Charity for the sake of Him who taught us, by 
His example, to love even our enemies ; and may 
our lives, like His, ever praise TK^^» Aw-cu. 
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D. T, Brothers and sisters, we kindly greet you 
at this altar ; and we believe that when the cere- 
monies of this degree are ended you will say, **It 
is good for us to be here." 

In this degree is taught our duty unto others. 
However strong may be our resolves to abstain 
forever from the use of all that can intoxicate, we 
still are in danger of falling, if we forget the wel- 
fare of those around us. You have been useful 
members of Subordinate Lodge ; you have been 
true Templars of Fidelity, true to yourselves ; will 
you now pledge us your aid that you will be true 
to Humanity, and will work for the redemption 
of all men from the curse of intemperance .^ 

[ Candidates answer. ] 

* -je- * 

You will place your right hand upon your heart, 
and repeat this, our solemn 

OBLIGATION. 

I HAVING already taken your obligation, do 
solemnly promise to keep the same inviolate, 
and never to reveal the words, signs, grip, sig- 
nals, or other private work of this Degree to any 
one, except in a lawful manner. And I promise 
to do all I can to carry out, in life and work, the 
Charity you here inculcate, and further promise 
to protect and defend each and every member of 
this Degree, so long as I live. 
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[A// but ih€ officers are seated.'\ 

Chap, God help you to glorify Him, by raising 
up fallen humanity. 

V, T. Angels will rejoice as you fulfill your no- 
ble mission of saving souls. 

P, D. T, Desolate homes shall bless you, and 
desolate hearts be made glad as you reclaim the 
lost. 

D, T. And in saving others you save yourselves. 

[ While the ode is being sung the officers retire to their respect- 
ive stations^ and the Marshal advances with the candidates to the 
chair of the Degree Templar, ] 



31. 7V/«^— "Greenville." 

ONWARD still, the duty pressing, 
Now we find a sweeter tie ; 
Charity's blest bond possessing, 
That with rarest gems may vie. 

Many virtues round it cluster, 
But amid them all it shines. 

Peerless in its brilliant luster, 
Set 'midst rubies from the mines. 



D, T, My Brothers and Sisters : from the Tem- 
ple of Fidelity you come to us to learn more of 
duty. Ennobled you come, having kept your 
vows, for self-conquest is the noblest victory 
achieved on earth. "He who ruleth his own spirit 
is greater than he who taketh a city." But re- 
member one truth more, and let it sink into your 
hearts, and influence you while you live — SELFISH- 
NESS ALWAYS DEFEATS ITSELF ! TKe.te: NS.^'Ck ^^- 
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cape. We cannot live to ourselves; we are destined 
to influence others for weal or woe. The human 
family is one common brotherhood. Each member 
of that family has an interest equal to your own. 
The humblest man is your brother ; the most de- 
graded woman is your sister. By so much as 
they have fallen, by so much are you injured. 
As you elevate them, you elevate yourself and 
those near and dear to you. You suffer, I suffer, 
society suffers, by the loss of its most insignificant 
member ; while all are benefited by the reforma- 
tion of the most despised among us. We are so 
interwoven into the fabric of society, that not one 
fibre can be influenced for good or evil, without 
such influence extending to all. To melt the 
stony heart ; to build anew the fires upon the 
heart's almost ruined altar ; to teach duty and the 
way to discharge that duty ; to re-vivify the soul 
and nerve the arm to deeds of benevolence ; to 
educate our members in the principles and prac- 
tice of a Christ-like charity, is the object of this 
Degree and its teachings. To render the Subordi- 
nate Lodge efficient in rescuing and saving every 
unfortunate victim of the cup, is our noble mission. 

The Marshal will now introduce you to the 
Chaplain. 

D. M. By direction of our Degree Templar, I 
/^resent these friends for instruction. 
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Chap, **God hath made oi one h\ooA all nations 
that dwell together upon the face of the earth." 
The same heart, the same feeling soul, in its 
essential attributes, is the gift of heaven to each 
human being. Love of life, of home, of friends, 
of children, of country, of the same Supreme, 
characterizes all. 

"Ye are my people, saith the Lord." To 
educate the ignorant, refine the gross, make vir- 
tuous the depraved, is the duty of the patriot and 
the Christian. Heaven's displeasure rests upon 
neglect of duty, and chastening always follows. 

The Divine Word teaches us a positive duty 
towards every member of the human family. 
" Who is my neighbor } " asked the Pharisee ; our 
Lord replied: — **A certain man went down from 
Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among thieves, who 
stripped him of his raiment, and wounded him, 
and departed, leaving him half dead. And, by 
chance, .there came down a certain Priest that 
way ; and when he saw him he passed by on the 
other side. And likewise a Levite, when he was 
at the place, came and looked on him, and passed 
by on the other side. But a certain Samaritan, 
as he journeyed, came where he was ; and when 
he saw him, he had compassion on him, and went 
to him, and bound up his wounds, and brought 
him to an inn, and took care oi! Vdtcv. KxA ^v^*^^ \ 
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morrow, when he departed, he took out two pence 
and gave them to the host, and said to him, take 
care of him ; and whatsoever thou spendest more, 
when I come again, I will repay thee. 

"Which, now of these three, thinkest thou, was 
neighbor to him that fell among thieves ? " Luke 
X, 29-37. 

V. T, " He that showed mercy on him." 
P, D. T. **He that showed mercy on him." 
D. T. ** He that showed mercy on him." 
Chap. The Divine injunction is, ''Go thou and 
do likewise!'' {Luke X, 37.) Paul, the great 
Apostle, says, "Who is weak, and I am not 
weak,^" "By the grace of God, I am what I 
am ! " It is the sinking of self, this recognition 
of equal worth in a weak or fallen brother, that 
heaven so richly rewards. Christ looked with 
compassion even upon a Magdalene, and looked 
her sins away! You and I have a mission to 
perform in this temperance field. Wrecks of 
humanity lie scattered all around us. It is the 
mission of this Order to save such. All classes 
call upon you for aid : each victim, high or low, 
rich or poor, has a claim upon you. 

By the love you bear yourself, by the love you 
profess for your Saviour, by love of home, kindred, 
country, and humanity, I charge you not to for- 
get your brother, with whom you walk side by 
side to a common destiny. 
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D, T, Marshal, you will now conduct the can- 
didates to the altar. Please sing the ode, ** Am I 

my brother's keeper ? " 

* * * 

33. r«»-f~**13ALERMA." 

AM I my brother's keeper ? Yes : 
Bound by the social ties 
Which link us to our fellow man — 
Can we his soul despise ? 

Then turn, oh ! turn a brother's lips 

From drink's destructive snare ; 
Allure his steps toward heavenly rest — 

God's smile will greet you there. 

[The V. T. will advance and meet the candidate at the altar. "[ 

V. T. My sister ! my brother ! may kind heaven 
give you of its richest stores, as you come and go 
on your errands of mercy. Welcome as workers 
in our Temple of Charity. 

[Gives the hand of welcome. ] 

Need I say more to kindle in your hearts "that 
charity which suffereth long and is kind ; which 
is not easily provoked ; which is not puffed up ; 
doth not behave itself unseemly — which thinketh 
no evil " ? 

You have heard from other lips the general 
lessons of this Degree. We now wish to come 
home to practical charity. If your relations to 
the outer world, to even the outcast, are so near, 
so binding, how much more sacred the relation in 
this family circle, in this batvd oS. \ytc>fC^^x^ -asx^ 



V" 



z. 



42 



sisters? Bound by fraternal and social ties, 
banded together for the moral elevation of all 
who come within these sacred walls, it is our 
dtity to cherish each other, give the word of en- 
couragement, of gentle chiding, of friendly rebuke 
and fraternal counsel, and thus live up to, and 
live out the solemn obligation to which we gave 

our sacred word. 

Wealth may be lost and gained. Misfortunes 

may come upon us, but ere long the skies are 
bright once more. Death comes and takes the 
dearest household pet, and time kindly heals the 
bleeding heart. But honor, reputation, character, 
in value weighing down the wealth of ten thou- 
sand worlds, the priceless jewel of earth, when 
once tarnished, what in the whole world can re- 
store its former purity } 

And does it require some mad, rash act to do 

this } Nay ! a careless word, a hint or a whisper 
from the perjured lips of the vile ! Against such 
a word, such a thought, even, we warn you. Each 
brother here is a brother for you to sustain, re- 
spect, and defend. Each sister is your sister. As 
you loved your mother, protect, cherish, venerate 
her reputation in your sister. Let the good 
name of each be your good name, and sooner fall 
yourself than allow another's name to be tar- 
nished by the tongue of the thoughtless or the 
lips of those who speak guile. 
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We meet here to learn duty; to receive en- 
couragement from others; to do good to each 
member of our family circle ; to add to the hap- 
piness of those who gather around our altars. 
We go from here to work, and as we become 
strong here^ we work efficiently there; — hence our 
meetings should always be harmonious, social ; a 
true family re-union, wherein not a single mem- 
ber is slighted ; not one is wronged ; not one 
even suspected. What weakens human endeavor 
so much as discord or lack of confidence in us at 
home } What makes us all so happy as children, 
so encouraged and stimulated as youth, so strong 
for usefulness as men and women, as the love of 
all at the home altars ? Then remember kindly 
these words of admonition, and be true to your 
vows, and to each member of this fraternal band. 

We need this strength, my brothers and sisters, 
for vast is the work before us. We plead for 
your souls' best efforts to save the wife's heart 
from its bursting agony, at the loss of the once 
kind, noble man to whom she promised the 
wealth of her young heart's love. He is a fallen 
brother to-day — that once noble man ! He never 
spoke an unkind word to that devoted wife when 
sober. No man loved his children better than 
that kind-hearted father, when not under the in- 
fluence of the demon of drink — now they hide at 



the mention of his name. Flowers once bloomed 
around his cottage home ; the library, the pleas- 
ant parlor, the family altar, the happy circle 
around the cheerful hearthstone — alas, they live 
only in bitter memories npw. 

Such is the fate of thousands and tens of thou- 
sands in our otherwise happy land to-night. 
Desolate homes ! Aching hearts ! Blasted hopes ! 
Ruined reputation ! Dying wives ! Heart-broken 
mothers ! Starving children ! Weeping friends ! 
Such is the record outside these walls. What a 
contrast to the peace we here enjoy! Let this 
calm moment be but the precursor of active work 
to seek and to save as you go hence. Remember 
the lessons you have taken, the instructions you 
have received, and seek out and save your 
brother, your dying sister, the father, the mother, 
and the worse than orphaned children cast out 
upon the angry sea of life from the family wreck. 
Remember well what you have heard; study 
well our plans as they shall be revealed to you ; 
and never forget that you have a mission, none 
on earth but you can fill ! 

I plead for the little waifs of the streets, dying 
in heart for a mother's love ; I plead for the boys 
and girls, homeless and friendless, whose father 
might be saved ; I plead for the old mother whose 
only son is not now the staff upon which she 
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fondly hoped to lean in her declining years; I 
plead for the wife, who still hopes, at times, that 
the dreams of her girlhood may yet be realized 
— that that happy family circle may be re-united 
— that broken altar rebuilt — that man reclaimed ! 
We beg you, in heaven's name, to work with us 
to save and redeem him ! A crown is just above 
thy brow ; reach out and down if need be, and 
save thy ruined brother, and the angels will 
crown thee with a wreath of immortal bloom. 

Marshal, you will now conduct our friends to 
the Past Degree Templar. Please sing the ode, 
** Meek and Lowly." 

83. rw«/?—** Charity.'* {Set piece.) 

MEEK and lowly, pure and holy, 
Chief among the blessed three ; 
Turning sadness into gladness — 
Heaven -born art thou, Charity ! 

Pity dwelleth in thy bosom, 

Kindness reignelh o'er thy heart ; 
Gentle thoughts alone can sway thee, 

Judgment hath in thee no part. 

Chorus— Meek and lowly, pure and holy, 
Chief among the blessed three ; 
Turning sadness into gladness — 
Heaven-born art thou, Charity ! 



D. M. Past Degree Templar, by direction of 
our Vice-Templar, I present these friends for 
your explanation of duty. 



p. D, T. You have, my brothers and sisters, 
been told that our mission is to save. We have 
a few practical thoughts to inculcate. Be pre- 
pared to use them in carrying out the principles 
of a true, active, living charity. 

A Lodge of Good Templars which fails to pro- 
tect the young and rescue the intemperate, 
leaving none outside the pale of its good influ- 
ences, fails to do the work for which it was or- 
ganized. Your Lodge may and should do this 

work. You are to leave none unsaved, 

A Lodge in which each individual member is 

not interested and doing something within and 
without the Lodge-room for the good of the 
Order, has partially or wholly failed in duty. If 
you and every other member of this Order do 
not exert a ien-ioXd greater influence for good 
than before you became members, then you have 
not realized your individual power in our organi- 
zation. If, at our meetings, our members are not 
being made better — stronger for the battle of life, 
more interested in others' welfare, growing less 
and less selfish, more wise in counsel and efficient 
in action, then are we deficient in that which 
constitutes a good working Lodge and member- 
ship. Sacred should be our meetings to every 
hungry heart, and strong will then be every one 
of our members to live and to aid others in holy 
living. 



We could not give you the key of success in 
securing and retaining the membership of him 
who has been so bitterly cursed by the drunkard's 
drink, if the Lodge-room is to be anything less 
than a home to him and his family. Having 
made safe the fold, now go out to rescue victims 
from the fell destroyer. 

And do you ask how you may do this work ? 
How shall you proceed so as to ensure success ? 

Our lesson is practical — it is not theory. Noble 
men have tried and never failed. Kind sisters 
have rescued very many^ and you may do like- 
wise, trusting in the all-powerful arm of God to 
give you the promised blessing. 

If, unhappily, you know the power of the 
drunkard's appetite by bitter personal experience, 
God pity you, and give you of His Almighty 
strength to continue the noblest, grandest war- 
fare that ever enlisted a brave soldier — that of 
bringing his own appetites and passions to the 
subjection of his higher moral nature. 

If, happily, you are free from this undying 
curse of appetite, you will require much of Christ 
in the heart before you can fully sympathize with 
the confirmed inebriate ; for he who has allowed 
it to become his master needs — i/ any man on 
earth needs — your trust and strong arm, God's 
helping hand and yours. 
^ , 1 
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To such an one go kindly — go in the full spirit 
of the gentle Nazarene. Let him feel your warm 
heart as you give him a brother's hand ; let for- 
giveness beam from the eye, and give tenderness 
to the words you utter; let your soul envelop 
him as you make him one with you. When you 
do this, his yearning heart will respond — the door 
will open — you, as Christ's messenger may enter 
in, and, in due season, you will welcome him for 
the life-long obligation, in the keeping of which 
there is such great reward. 

And when he comes, like the returning prod- 
igal, to his father's house, let no elder brother 
say, **Why is this rejoicing over one who was 
lost," but now is found. Greet him as one for 
whom the Saviour died upon the cross ; greet 
him as one over whose return angels in heaven 
rejoice. Give him a faithful brother's trust, a 
loving sister's welcome ; and surround him with 
a wall of protecting influences, that no enemy 
may surprise and take him captive. 

And remember that the victory is not yet 
complete. Study well the nature of this appe- 
tite ; learn fearful truths from the experience of 
reformed men. Weeks, months, even years may 
elapse, and in moments of illness, excitement 
discouragement, and in seasons wholly unex- 
pected, that appetite may be aroused in all its 



former fury. If that awful hour should come to 
thy reclaimed brother, by all the love of your 
Saviour, I beseech you to fly to his relief and give 
him of your strength. Never let it be said that 
one single soul, having tasted the sweets of 
charity and a redeemed manhood, has gone from 
this circle of safety because our sacred promise to 
him was not most faithfully kept. 

The Good Templar is to do good everywhere, 
and to all men. Men may wrong you, but you 
must not be their eniemy. Remember that to err 
is human, to forgive divine; and that the Master 
would have you do good unto all, especially to 
such as are of the household of Faith. 

84. T^wtf—" Charity." 

HOPING ever, failing never, 
Though deceived, believing still ; 
Long abiding, all confiding, 
To thy Heavenly Father's will. 

Never weary of well-doing, 

Never fearful of the end. 
Treating all mankind as brotherSy 

Thou dost all alike befriend. 

Chorus— Meek and lowly, pure and holy. 
Chief among the blessed three ; 
Turning sadness into gladness — 
Heaven -born art thou. Charity I 



One more duty of vital importance towards the 
rescued victim is yours. He has a work to do to 
save himself y and is entitled to ^c>wx ^^^^^x^v^l^nsl.^ ^ ^ 
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and aid in this work of self-conquest. He must 

not only confess and forsake, but he must go to 

work to save others. To help himself, he must 

help others. To grow strong himself, he must 

give strength to others. 

Put, therefore, the harness of work on the man, 

that the first gratitude of his heart may be turned 

toward the reform of others. There is power in 

that man so powerless but yesterday. He can 

reach persons that you (and I cannot, and bring 

them as candidates to the Lodge-room. By the 

relation of his experience, in language no matter 

how broken, he can melt hearts that no other can 

reach. Therefore, for the good of the common 

cause, as well as the personal salvation of him 

you would surely reclaim, let him WORK as God 

has given him ability. 

Marshal, you will now conduct our friends to 

the desk of the Financial Secretary, where they 

will affix their names to the Roll Book, then to 

the Degree Templar for the closing instructions. 

* * * 

35. 7««^-— "Greenville." 

PLEDGED to honor, truth, and duty, 
Help us, Lord, our vows to keep ; 
Fit for self-denying labor, 
Ample harvest we shall reap. 

Never let the temper win us 

To forget, for e'en one hour, 
That in Thee is strength and safety — 

Our sure Refuge, our Strong To¥rer. 
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M, Degree Templar, by direction of the Past 
Degree Templar, I present these friends for in- 
structions. 

D, T. This Degree has a Pass-word, a grip, a 

sign ; also a distress sign and word, in which I 
will now instruct you. 

[ The Degree Templar will then give implicit instruction in the 
unwritten work. ] 

You will now give me the word of the Second 
Degree. 

Give me the sign of the Second Degree. 

Give me the word and sign of the Third 
Degree. 

I will now instruct you in the Catechism of this 
Degree. 

[ To illustrate^ the D, T may ask any officer or member to aid 
him in this,] 

Officers and members — one and all — the Saluta- 
tion of the First Degree. 

[All give in concert. To be repeated if necessary. Responded 
toby the D, T,] 

As before, in concert; give the Salutation of 
Second Degree. 

The officers only ; the distress sign. 

[ Officers give it. ] 

The candidates will give us the salutation of 
this Degree. {Degree Templar responds^ God 
rewardeth well such as love their fellow men with 
a large-hearted, open-handed charity. 

The emblematic color which you are now en- 
titled to wear is purple, appropriate for those 
who are chief, not in place or power, but in use- 
fulness. May the blending of our triple colors be 
iH 
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significant of your whole-souled devotion to God 
and humanity. 

Thanking you for your names to our roll of 
honor, your presence and attention here this 
evening, your influence here and elsewhere, now 
go forth, my brothers and sisters, to earnest work, 
for the Master hath need of you in his vineyard ; 
and in the mansions prepared for those who serve 
Him, when your good work on earth is done. 

Remember, henceforth, your vast power for 
good, and that the still small voice, the little in- 
fluences, rule the world of the affections, and 
these are yours for salvation. 

" Do not, then, sit idly waiting 
For some gpreater deed to do ; 
Speak the word that cures the aching, 
Look the look that lifts the soul. 

•* Go and toil in any vineyard ; 
Do not fear to do or dare ; 
If you seek a field of labor, 
You can find it anywhere.'* 

And such results await even your feeblest 
effort! Weak endeavor is the germ of giant 
power. To see a fallen one restored, the devil 
cast out, Christ once more made welcome ; wife 
and children so happy; the man marching heaven- 
ward — is it not glorious to live and thus garner 
in the golden sheaves for immortality.^ Sub- 
limely beautiful were the teachings and life of 
Jesus ; beautiful may yours be as you fulfill your 
mission. 

\A recess may be here be had, or business for the Good of the 
Order be transacted, if the Temple desire it. ] 
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mm mimm. 

[ When the Temple is prepared for adjournment^ it may be 
closed with the following prayer or ode, or in the same form as in 
the Second Degree,} 

* * * 

Chap, Our Father who art in heaven, remem- 
ber us as we go hence, to follow the footsteps of 
Thy Son, our Saviour. As He forgave, so may 
we forgive, seven times, yea seventy times seven. 
As He went about doing good, so may we ad- 
minister unto the suffering, and seek out oppor- 
tunies for doing unto others as we would have 
others do unto us. May we be humble in view 
of our manifold sins, and forget to lay to the 
charge of others their short-comings. May we 
be gentle to the lambs of the fold which may 
have gone astray, and always remember that a 
cup of cold water, given to a thirsty soul, shall 
not lose its reward. Help us X.6 remember the 
teachings of this Temple, and never forget to 
make Thy Son the man of our counsel, and come 
up to our next meeting more like our exemplar 
in the new life we live, and in the good work 
we do, which may God grant, for Jesus' sake. 
— Amen, 
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86. Tung— * * Bo YLSTON. * * 

/^ LORD, in mercy bless, 
\) Wisdom to us impart ; 
Crown every meeting with success. 
And rule in every heart. 

Here may we all be found 

Each Temple meeting night, 
And may our zeal and love abound, 

In deeds of truth and light. 

D. T. This Temple is now closed until our next 
regular meeting when we shall again assemble to 
confer this Degree, and to extend the principles 
of Faith, Hope, and Charity. 
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Installation Ceremony 
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DEGREE TEMPLES. 
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INSTAIUTION CEREMONY. 

[TAe Grand Officers and Officers elect of the Temple should be 
in waiting in the ante-room.] 

D, T. The Degree Marshal will repair to the 
ante-room and ascertain if the Grand Officers and 
Officers elect are present, and report. 

D, M, Degree Templar, they are present, and 
await the pleasure of the Temple. 

D, T. You will inform the Grand Officers that 
the Temple is now ready for their services, and 
introduce them to our Temple. 

[The D, J/., as he enters^ gives three loudy distinct rapsJ] 

D, G, Degree Templar, there is an alarm at the 
inner gate of our Temple. 

D, T, You will ascertain the cause and report. 

D, G. It is our Marshal accompanied with the 

Grand Officers. 

' D, T, Open wide your eate and let them enter. 

* * -:e- 

D, M, Degree Templar, I have the pleasure of 
introducing to the Temple our Grand Officers, 
who are present for the purpose of installing the 
Officers elect. 

{All give Degree sign and say^ We welcome 
you to our Temple. 

D, T. Grand Officers, we av^^.\\. ^owx ox^^x't., 
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G, W. C. T, Degree Templar, have your Offi- 
cers all been elected, and have they conformed to 
the rules and regulations of the Order ? 

D. T. They have. 

G. W, C. T, You will then give us seats in your 
Temple, and we will proceed to install your Offi- 
cers. ^ 

[The seats are all vacated, and filled by the Grand Officers. \ 

G, W. C. T, Grand Worthy Marshal, you will 
proceed to the ante-room, and introduce the Offi- 
cers elect. 

[He retires and introduces the Officer s,\ 

(?. W, M, Grand Worthy Chief Templar, I have 
the privilege of introducing to you the Officers 
elect of this Temple, for installation. 

G, W, C T. You will give them seats in the 
center of our Temple. 

[As the G. W. C. T. calls them, respectively, they will arise 
and advance near him, accompanied by the G. W, M. ] 

G. W. C. T, Degree Guard and Sentinel, it is 
your duty to guard the gates of this Temple. See 
well to it that none enter who are not duly quali- 
fied. As true sentinels, be always at your posts. 
Will you faithfully perform these duties } 

D. G. and S. We will. 

G, W. C. T. The Grand Worthy Marshal will 
n^»^ C0nduct you to your posts, clothe you in 
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proper regalia, and you will enter immediately 
upon your duties. 

G. W. C. T, Degree Marshal and Assistant 
Marshal, it is your duty to examine, carefully, all 
present, take charge of the regalia, and see that 
all are clothed, conduct the candidates in initia- 
tion, see that our Temple is properly arranged, 
and aid the Officers in keeping and maintaining 
order. Do you pledge yourselves, then, to per- 
form these duties } 

W, M. and A.M. We do. 

G. W, C. T, You will now be conducted to 
your posts in the Temple, be clothed in regalia, 
and enter upon the duties of your office. 

G. W, C, T, Degree Secretary and Assistant 
Secretary, your duties are arduous and important. 
The Secretaries should always be at their posts. 
The success of the Temple depends much upon 
their promptness. Your duties require you to 
keep a correct record of all the proceedings of the 
Temple, and at the close of your term to make a 
full report. Be faithful in' the discharge of all 
your duties, and the approbation of the Temple 
will be your reward. Do you pledge yourselves, 
then, to perform these duties } 

D. S. and A, S. We do. 

G, W, C. T. The Grand Worthy Marshal will 
now conduct you to your posts, vj\v^x^ \>ev^ Q^'t-sc^^ 



Worthy Secretary will clothe you in regalia, and 
you will enter upon your duties. 

G, W, C. T, Degree Financial Secretary and 
Treasurer, as Financial Secretary of this Temple, 
it is your duty to keep a true and correct account, 
receive all moneys and properly credit each 
member with the same, and every evening pay 
over to the Treasurer all moneys received, taking 
a receipt therefor. As Treasurer of this Temple, 
it is your duty to receive from the Financial 
Secretary all moneys belonging to the Temple, 
and keep the same subject to the order of the 
Temple — no order to be paid unless signed by 
the Degree Templar, and attested by the Degree 
Secretary. Do you pledge yourselves faithfully 
to perform all these duties ? 

D. F. S. and D. T, We do. 

G, W, C. T, The Grand Worthy Marshal will 
now conduct you to your posts, where you will 
be clothed in regalia, and enter upon your duties. 

G, W, C T, Degree Templar, Degree Vice- 
Templar and Degree Chaplain, you will place 
your left hands upon your breasts, raise your 
right, and repeat the following obligation : — 
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OBLIGATION. 

WE, in the presence of these Templars, sol- 
emnly promise that we will faithfully per- 
form all the duties of our respective offices in 
accordance with the constitution, by-laws and 

ritual of this Order. 

* 

G. W, C. T, The Grand Worthy Marshal will 
now conduct you, separately, to your posts, 
where you will be instructed, clothed in proper 
regalia, and assume the responsible duties en- 
joined upon you. 

G, W. M, Grand Worthy Chaplain, I have the 

pleasure of introducing to you our Degree Chap- 
lain elect. 

G, W. C. My brother {or sister) it is your duty 
to read and expound the Scriptures, lead the 
devotional exercises of the Temple, and aid in 
initiating candidates. The position you will oc- 
cupy in this Temple is an important one. Solemn 
and awful will be the responsibility of him who 
occupies it unworthily. Ever remember that the 
Great Teacher will reward those who are faithful. 
I will now conduct you to your post^ clothe you 
in proper regalia, and you will assume the duties 
of your office. 

G, W. M. Grand Worthy Vice-Templar, I have 
the pleasure of introducing to you our Degree 
Vice-Templar. 

^ 



G, W. V, T, My brother {or sister)^ occupying 
a post next to the executive officer of this Tem- 
ple, having charge of the ante-room, and it being 
your duty to aid him in keeping order, and to fill 
his post when he is absent, all these make your 
position, next to the Degree Templar, the most 
responsible in this Temple. Be careful, then, 
that you perform your work faithfully ; be kind, 
yet firm, and maintain order at all hazards. I 
will now conduct you to your post in this Temple, 
and clothe you in proper regalia. You will enter 
upon your duties as Degree Vice-Templar of this 
Temple. 

G, W. M, Past Grand Worthy Chief Templar, 
it is my privilege to introduce to you our Past 
Degree Templar, who comes to assume the duties 
of his office. 

P, G. W, C. T. My. brother, not only is it your 
right, but duty, to assume the post of Past Degree 
Templar of this Temple for the ensuing term. 
Feeling confident that the same fidelity which 
has elevated you to the position of Grand Officer 
of this Order will actuate you in the future, I will 
now conduct you to your post of honor, clothe 
you in regalia, and you will assume the duties of 
Past Degree Templar of this Temple. 

G. W. M. Grand Worthy Chief Templar, I 
here present the Degree Right and Left-Hand 
Supporters for installation. 
^ H I 
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G. W. C, T, Degree Right and Lcft-Hand Sup- 
porters, you will assist the Degree Templar with 
such services as he or the Temple may require. 

G. W, M, Grand Worthy Chief Templar, I 
have the pleasure of introducing to you our 
Degree Templar elect. 

G, W, C. T. My brother, your having been 
elevated to the highest position in the gift of this 
Temple, shows the confidence your brothers repose 
in you. As the chief executive officer of this 
Temple, it is your duty to mete out justice to all, 
without partiality. It is your duty to see that 
the most perfect order is maintained, calling to 
your aid, when necessary, any other officers; to 
see that all the business of the Temple is done 
promptly and correctly, and to have the general 
supervision of the Temple. Be earnest, firm, 
faithful, and courteous in all your acts, and guard 
and protect carefully all the interests of your 
Temple. I will clothe you in proper regalia, and 
conduct you to the highest post in this Temple. 
I now place in your care this Charter, which you 
will preserve and place in the hands of your suc- 
cessor; also this Constitution and By-Laws, 
which will show you your constituted rights, and 
direct you in governing your Temple ; and lastly, 
this gavel, which is the symbol of power — one 
rap calls the Temple or members to order, or 
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